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SUMMARY OF EXPLORATION PROCEDURES 

 

Layout and Access to Boring Locations 

 

Staking of Borings - S&ME laid out the borings by measuring distances from the ends of the 

bridges with a measuring wheel and by turning rough right angles from the existing alignment 

centerline.  Boring locations were marked in the field with marking paint on the asphalt surface 

and roadway shoulders where needed.  Boring locations indicated on the attached “Boring 

Location Plan” must be considered as approximate. 

 

Boring and Sampling 

 
Soil Test Boring with Rotary Wash - Soil sampling and penetration testing were performed in 

general accordance with ASTM D1586, “Standard Test Method for Penetration Test and Split 
Barrel Sampling of Soils.  A rotary drilling process was used to advance the hole and a heavy  

drilling fluid was circulated in the bore holes to stabilize the sides and flush the cuttings.  .  At 

regular intervals, drilling tools were removed and soil samples were obtained with a standard 1.4 

inch I. D., two-inch O. D., split barrel sampler.  The sampler was first seated six inches to 
penetrate any loose cuttings, then driven an additional 12  inches with blows of a 140-pound 

hammer falling 30 inches.  The number of hammer blows required to drive the sampler through 

the two final six inch increments was recorded as the penetration resistance (SPT N) value.   The 
N-value, when properly interpreted by qualified professional staff, is an index of the soil strength 

and foundation support capability. 

 

Borehole Closure – Following collection of relevant geotechnical data, boreholes were filled by 

slowly pouring auger cuttings into the open hole such that minimal “bridging” of the material 

occurred in the hole.  Backfilling of the upper two feet of each hole was tamped as heavily as 

possible with a shovel handle or other hand held equipment. 

 

Laboratory Testing 

 

Examination of Recovered Soil Samples – Soil samples and field boring records were reviewed in 

the laboratory by the geotechnical engineer.  Soils were classified in general accordance with the 

visual-manual method described in ASTM D 2488, “Standard Practice for Description and 

Identification of Soils (Visual-Manual Method)”.  The geotechnical engineer also prepared the 

final boring records enclosed with this report. 


