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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The South Carolina State Rail Plan 2014 Update has been prepared for the South Carolina Department 

of Transportation in close coordination with the following South Carolina statewide plans that were 

developed in parallel in a fully integrated manner: 

Á 2040 Statewide Multimodal Transportation Plan (MTP); 
Á Interstate Plan 2014 Update; 
Á Strategic Corridor Plan 2014 Update; 
Á Public Transit and Coordination Plans; and 
Á Freight Plan. 

¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ aǳƭǘƛƳƻŘŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ƻǊ a¢t ƛǎ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ [ƻƴƎ-Range Statewide 

Transportation Plan as required by the current federal transportation funding legislation, Moving 

Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21). 

The State Rail Plan is consistent with the MTP, the State Freight Plan and other modal plans, including 

adoption of common goals and objectives and a planning horizon year of 2040. 

Rail Planning in South Carolina 

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ό{/5h¢ύ ƛǎ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ά{ǘŀǘŜ wŀƛƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ 

as defined by the federal Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 (PRIIA). SCDOT 

ensures that the State Rail Plan documents the sǘŀǘŜΩǎ policy on freight and passenger rail 

transportation ς including commuter rail ς ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

implementation strategies to enhance rail service in the public interest, and serves as the basis for 

Federal and State rail investment. 

SCDOT reviews and provides final approval of the State Rail Plan.  

The Role of Freight Rail in South Carolina 

The South Carolina rail system, as depicted Figure ES-1, is operated by 12 rail carriers. The carriers 

range in size from fairly small intrastate railroads to large rail systems serving the entire eastern U.S. 

Of the line haul railroads, two are Class I carriers and the remainder are local carriers or switching and 

terminal companies. The state itself is a freight railroad operator. Palmetto Railways, a branch of the 

South Carolina Department of Commerce, operates three railroad subdivisions. All rail lines within the 

state are single-tracked with the exception oŦ ǘƘŜ b{ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /{·¢ ά! [ƛƴŜέ 

that lies in the I-95 corridor. Neither line is completely double-tracked, but both have double-track 

segments of various lengths at several locations. 
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Figure ES-1: State Rail Map 

 

Rail freight serǾŜǎ ŀ Řǳŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǌŀǿ 

materials and goods for industries and businesses located here, as well as a distribution channel for 

products exported to other states and countries. The freight rail network in South Carolina serves an 

Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ пп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ǌŀƛƭ ǘƻƴƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ сл 

percent of rail freight value passing through the state. 

Rail tonnage is forecast to increase from 70.3 million in 2011 to 101.4 million in 2040, a cumulative 

increase of 44.3 percent, as shown in Table ES-1. A number of developments already underway in 

ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

multimodal transportation network and economy. These include a new inland port in the Upstate and 

an intermodal container transfer facility in Charleston. 
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Table ES-1: Forecast South Carolina Rail Freight Tonnage and Value 

Direction 
Tons Value (in millions) Average 

Value/Ton Amount Percent Amount Percent 

Year 2011 

Outbound 8,114,084 11.5% $11,249 14.2% $1,386 

Inbound 26,631,734 37.9% $15,098 19.1% $567 

Intra 4,681,040 6.7% $5,938 7.5% $1,268 

Through 30,872,783 43.9% $46,853 59.2% $1,518 

Total 70,299,641 100.0% $79,137 100.0% $1,126 

Year 2025 

Outbound 12,201,205 13.3% $17,765 14.3% $1,456 

Inbound 31,409,789 34.2% $25,403 20.5% $809 

Intra 7,572,991 8.3% $14,742 11.9% $1,947 

Through 40,564,508 44.2% $66,050 53.3% $1,628 

Total 91,748,492 100.0% $123,960 100.0% $1,351 

Year 2040 

Outbound 14,680,693 14.5% $19,905 14.9% $1,356 

Inbound 32,300,623 31.8% $24,016 18.0% $744 

Intra 7,671,510 7.6% $9,181 6.9% $1,197 

Through 46,790,954 46.1% $80,589 60.3% $1,722 

Total 101,443,780 100.0% $133,691 100.0% $1,318 
Source: Prepared by CDM Smith, based on TRANSEARCH data for 2011, 2025, and 2040 

 

Rail Served Inland Container Port - The South Carolina Ports Authority (SCPA) opened a rail-served 

container terminal at Greer in October 2013 to provide overnight service between the Port of 

Charleston and the rapidly developing I-85 corridor. The inland port built upon the existing nightly 

double-stacked container service between Atlanta and the Port of Charleston. The ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ǇƻǊǘΩǎ 

location and NS rail connection to the Port of Charleston is shown in Figure ES-2 The SCPA FY 2012 

capital budget included $23.5 million for the project1 being jointly developed with Norfolk Southern 

Railway, which invested $7.5 million. The impetus for the project was an initial 20,000-25,000 

containers annually from BMW expected by SCPA to grow to 50,000 within three years and remove the 

corresponding number of trucks from the highway. 

  

                                                           
1 SCPA press release, 7-9-12. 
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Figure ES-2: Inland Port Location in Greer 

 

Intermodal Container Transfer Facility with Dual Rail Access - In Charleston, developments include 

the planned expansion of the Port of Charleston involving harbor deepening, a new three berth 

ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƻŘŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ Řǳŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

two Class I railroads. The new 280-acre, 3-berth container terminal is under construction on the 

Charleston Naval Complex. The 171-acre first phase of construction is scheduled for completion in 

2018.2 ²ƘŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōȅ рл ǇŜǊcent. A rendering 

of the new terminal is shown Figure ES-3. A recent agreement between the state of South Carolina and 

the City of North Charleston will permit rail access from both the north and south for a proposed 

intermodal container transfer facility ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘǎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

thereby provide dual access to the Class I carriers. 

                                                           
2 South Carolina Port Guide, second edition, SCSPA, p. 30. 
























































































































































































































































